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Max Reddick, a novelist, journalist, and presidential speechwriter, has spent

his career struggling against the riptide of race in America. Now terminally ill,

he has nothing left to lose. An expat for many years, Max returns to Europe

one last time to settle an old debt with his estranged Dutch wife, Margrit, and

to attend the Paris funeral of his friend, rival, and mentor Harry Ames.

Among Harry’s papers, Max uncovers explosive secret government

documents outlining ‘King Alfred’, a plan to be implemented in the event of

widespread racial unrest and aiming ‘to terminate, once and for all, the

Minority threat to the whole of the American society’. Realizing that Harry

has been assassinated, Max must risk everything to get the documents to the

one man who can help. Greeted as a masterpiece when it was published in

1967, The Man Who Cried I Am stakes out a range of experience rarely seen

in American fiction: from the life of a Black GI to the ferment of postcolonial

Africa to an insider’s view of Washington politics in the era of segregation and

the Civil Rights Movement. John A. Williams and his lost classic are overdue

for rediscovery.

Read more: https://fitzcarraldoeditions.com/books/the-man-who-cried-i-

am/

‘Sixty years after it was first published, this shocking novel takes us on an astonishing

black global journey that is historical but feels totally alive, energized and contemporary.’

Bernardine Evaristo, author of Girl, Woman, Other

John A. Williams

John Alfred Williams (1925–2015) published over twenty books in his lifetime,

fiction and non-fiction, including The Angry Ones (1960), The Man Who

Cried I Am (1967), The Most Native of Sons: A Biography of Richard Wright

(1970), Captain Blackman (1972), and !Click Song (1982). He was the Paul

Robeson Professor of English at Rutgers University and won the American

Book Award for Lifetime Achievement in 2011.
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